Local schools challenged to look at their carbon footprint

“How green is your school?” is the question students at xxxxxxxxxxxxx school will be asked when they take part in a major national education initiative from BP. 

As part of BP’s Enterprising Science programme, children aged between 14 and 16 from xx school will be taking part in an interactive Carbon Challenge road show at their school on xxxx looking at how to develop a carbon reduction plan for a fictional “Carbon College.” In this they look at the social, environmental and economic implications for the school. This approach is curriculum-mapped and is appropriate for all ability ranges.

After this, they will be challenged in a nationwide competition to look reducing the carbon footprint of their own school, develop their own carbon reduction plans and then to share the case studies of the outcomes with other schools via the Enterprising Science website www.enterprisingscience.com
Research carried out in June by BP and the Energy Savings Trust (EST) shows that 14-16 year old students currently have a relatively low awareness of climate change issues, but the more that they know, the more they want to be engaged with the topic and find practical solutions they can deliver.

Xxx from xx school said: 

”The activities allow for both those of lower ability to be stretched, and for the most able to be stretched as well.” Teacher, Aberdeen”

“It hit the nail on the head, carbon footprint and everything.” Teacher, London
For more information contact xxxx at xxx school on xxxx telephone number or the BP Press Office on 01908 853828.

ABOUT ENTERPRISING SCIENCE
Enterprising Science is a new programme designed to inspire teachers and students in the study of energy, environment, leadership and business skills, targeting the specific subject areas of Science, Mathematics and Enterprise. It builds on BP’s long-standing UK education programmes. Enterprising Science features two components: a teacher master class called Talk Science, developed and delivered regionally by the Science Museum; and the Carbon Challenge for schools, delivered by a team of BP presenters.

The focus is on positively influencing 14 to 16 year olds before they make their next choices for study such as A-Levels, Scottish Highers and International Baccalaureate. The programme is intended to run for 3 academic years starting September 2007, reaching 420 schools and approximately 60,000 students each year.

Talk Science

Talk Science is a one-day teacher master class delivered regionally around the UK by the Science Museum Learning team. The course aims to inspire teachers to engage students in effective and managed discussion and dialogue around contemporary science issues in interactive and innovative ways.

Facilitated discussion can be a highly motivating way of teaching science as it shows students how science affects their lives. A basic level of public understanding of science and an awareness of the benefits and risks associated with scientific advances are crucial for modern society. Talk Science provides the tools and confidence required to facilitate successful discussion to support all post 14 science courses.
About the Carbon Footprint Toolkit

The content in the Carbon Challenge builds on the Carbon Footprint Toolkit education resource, which was launched online and as a free CD-ROM to UK schools at the beginning of November 2006. It is a state-of-the-art education resource from the BP Educational Service, providing teachers with a flexible way to teach students about carbon emissions, impacts, choices for reduction and alternative energy supplies.

Since launch, it has been ordered by over 67% of all UK secondary schools and colleges. It recently won an International Visual Communications Association (IVCA) award for e-learning, with judges commenting that it is “an objective resource with plenty of level-headed content for teachers and pupils alike. The Carbon Footprint Toolkit presents an ideal opportunity for the audience to consider their own carbon reduction potential.”

You can find out more by visiting www.bp.com/bpes/cft
About BP and the Science Museum

BP’s partnership with the Science Museum extends far beyond the Enterprising Science programme. BP is the principal sponsor of the ‘Energy – fuelling the future’ gallery at the Science Museum in London. The gallery has been created especially for young people to explore how energy powers every aspect of their lives, and to discover the latest ideas on how we'll help to meet the planet's growing energy demands in the years ahead. The exhibition tackles this often complex and abstract subject through interactive and scenario-based exhibits that allow users to make their own intellectual and creative choices about energy.

Find out more at www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/energy
About the BP Educational Service

The BP Educational Service (BPES) provides an enquiry service and educational resources for students, teachers, parents and employees. The team of educationalists produces innovative resources about BP and the energy business for all UK schools, directly matched to UK education curricula and focusing on energy, environment, leadership and business skills.

Find out more at www.bp.com/bpes
